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Penan’s woven bags ==
:\erald hope for a better Importance of education

uture The profits are then channelled back to them.
The Penan, an indigenous tribe from Tan, 64, is a Malaysian living in Brunei for the
Sarawak, are famed for their weaving past four decades. She told FMT that the idea
abilities. Their ancestors are known to for HHP dates back to 2007 during an
be hunters and gatherers, and it is said a outreach visit to Limbang, Sarawak, organised
small number of the tribe are still by her children’s school. The Penan would
nomadic today. Helping Hands Penan come to Limbang mainly for medical
(HHP), a non-profit social enterprise, treatment, run errands, and shop for essentials
helps market the exquisite woven such as food, she pointed out. As some of the
handiworks of Penan women, from women also sold their rattan crafts in town,
clutches to tote bags - all of them Tan and her friends purchased some and
beautifully crafted and mesmerising to brought them back to Brunei to resell them.
behold. Through their weaving initiative,
HHP aims to empower Penan women The expat community loved them because
so they can support themselves and these items were handmade by the people of
their families. We help the women sell Borneo, Tan recalled. From then, she and her
their bags as they do not have access to friends would regularly meet the Penan
the market, said Violette Tan, who weavers to buy their crafts, sell them, and
identifies as the longest-serving distribute food items and preloved clothing
volunteer at HHP. back to the community.
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The Artisans Haven ( Tempat bernaung para
pengrajin) "The Artisan Haven" adalah sebuah
organisasi yang didirikan oleh seorang
pensiunan pegawai bank bernama Jade Lee dan
sahabatnya Rosalie Lin. Organisasi The Artisan
Haven ini tidak berfokus untuk mencari
keuntungan namun lebih kepada
mendedikasikan diri kami dalam
memberdayakan para perempuan dan
komunitas lokal. Kami juga telah memiliki
sebuah platform e-commerce (perdagangan
digital) yang bebas biaya dan 4 buah toko di
Kuala Lumpur dimana para pedagang bisa
menjual barang-barang mereka tanpa dipungut
biaya sewa sedikitpun.

Organisasi kami ini di dukung oleh Khadijah
International Waqgf Foundation Semua hasil
penjualan akan dikirimkan langsung
sepenuhnya kepada para pedagang baik itu para
perempuan dan komunitas lokal serta
perusahaan-perusahaan kecil yang
menghasilkan produk- produk untuk dijual
tersebut. Produk-produk ini berasal dari berbagai
daerah di Negara kami dimana hampir
keseluruhannya adalah produk buatan tangan/
handmade dan dibuat oleh para pengrajin lokal.
Beberapa perusahaan juga mendukung kami
dengan menjual produk-produk mereka dalam
kemasan khas daerah masing-masing seperti
bahan pakaian "Nyonya Kain" dan keranjang
"Penan".

Terima kasih atas dukungannya untuk para
pengrajin lokal kita dan bisnis kecil mereka.
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KTJ's Kopitiam Series,
a fun nod to local
coffee shops

KTJ is a social enterprise that aims to
empower women, namely single
mothers, including those with special
needs and from vulnerable
communities. The people at KTJ
empower these women by providing
them with sustainable income
opportunities through sewing job
orders. During the pandemic, KTJ
focussed on products such as face
masks and sanitiser holders. Gan Teck
Hooi, 48, a co-founder of KTJ told FMT
Lifestyle: Last year, we saw a trend of
shifting away from pandemic-related
products. So, we understood that we
had to start moving out from what we
did best in the previous two years.

To Read More

TOURISM
MATAYEIA

So, Yap Sue Yii, the chief executive officer and
the other founder of KTJ, put her creative skills
to use to come up with products that are both
pleasing to the eye and practical. And that was
how the Kopitiam Series was born. Paying
tribute to some of Malaysia’s culinary delights,
the Kopitiam Series comprises foldable tote
bags bearing the motifs of kuih lapis, seri
muka, angku kuih and nasi lemak as well coin
pouches with kopi-o and teh tarik motifs.
Meticulously sewn — kopi-o is even depicted
served in a vintage cup and saucer — the
products are fun and eye-catching. And that is
exactly what Yap aimed to achieve as she
realised it's what their business-to-consumer
(B2C) customers looked for.
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The Asli Co: Empowering
women so kids stay in
school

The Asli Co. is a social enterprise that
empowers Orang Asli mothers by
helping them earn a living with
handicrafts and other products. The
shocking number of school dropouts
among Orang Asli children has been an
issue plaguing the community for
years. One couple with close ties to the
Orang Asli, were particularly distressed
when they discovered that the main
reason behind most school dropouts
was the inability of parents to buy
essential back-to-school materials for
their kids. So, Jason Wee, 34, and Lim
Xin Yu, 36, decided to do something
about it. They founded The Asli Co. in
2019 to provide earning opportunities
for indigenous mothers to boost their
household incomes, which averaged
between RM800- RM1,000 only.

OUR ARTISANS

To Read More

TOURISM
MATAYEIA

Wee and Lim have been working closely with
indigenous people for the past 10 years,
building homes for them through Epic Homes
and so knew exactly what to do to help the
community for the long-term. The Asli Co.
currently works with 42 mothers from seven
Orang Asli kampungs in Selangor, Perak and
Pahang who craft over 10 types of products.
“When we first started, the mums were
extremely enthusiastic. They would teach their
neighbours and friends before we could train
them. They pulled in their friends and that's
how we grew, says Wee, adding that this is
something one doesn't often see in the city.
Typically, when city folk find a way to make
money, they keep it to themselves,” he quips.

(Publish by ;%,wﬁewmvm )
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Through Nyonya Kain, Dayana
showcases the beauty and
versatility of batik

With her husband Taufik Razak, this 31-
year-old entrepreneur is on a mission to
revive the use of this traditional fabric in
everyday life. Having grown up in
Melaka, Dayana Reza had been

exposed to kain batik from a young age.

The traditional fabric holds a special
place in her heart, so much so that she
would even wear it to work several
times a week. During a family trip to
Kelantan several years ago, she found
herself in a batik paradise, enchanted
by all the fabrics she saw. Her mother
suggested she buy 30 pieces and bring
them back to Kuala Lumpur to sell.
“Within two weeks of showing the cloth
to my colleagues, | earned back my
capital and made a huge profit,”
Dayana, who works in finance, told FMT
Lifestyle.

To Read More
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That wasn't all she gained: the 31-year-old

became known as “nyonya kain”, the word
“nyonya” referring to a girl or young lady.

In 2018, Dayana decided to start a side
business, and didn't have to think hard about a
name — after all, Nyonya Kain is certainly
catchy! Although she started off by only selling
batik fabric, Dayana soon realised a limitation:
not many people have tailors. So, she began
sourcing ready-made items and later worked
with a tailor to produce fashion wear. Today,
Nyonya Kain sells a remarkable variety of batik
products including bangles, earrings,
hairbands, twillies, bags, kimonos, pareo skirts,
and palazzo pants — debunking stereotypes
that batik products are not suitable for daily
wear. There are also accessories such as
scrunchies that are made from kain songket!
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The Artisans Haven ( Tempat bernaung para
pengrajin) "The Artisan Haven" adalah sebuah
organisasi yang didirikan oleh seorang
pensiunan pegawai bank bernama Jade Lee dan
sahabatnya Rosalie Lin. Organisasi The Artisan
Haven ini tidak berfokus untuk mencari
keuntungan namun lebih kepada
mendedikasikan diri kami dalam
memberdayakan para perempuan dan
komunitas lokal. Kami juga telah memiliki
sebuah platform e-commerce (perdagangan
digital) yang bebas biaya dan 4 buah toko di
Kuala Lumpur dimana para pedagang bisa
menjual barang-barang mereka tanpa dipungut
biaya sewa sedikitpun.

Organisasi kami ini di dukung oleh Khadijah
International Waqgf Foundation Semua hasil
penjualan akan dikirimkan langsung
sepenuhnya kepada para pedagang baik itu para
perempuan dan komunitas lokal serta
perusahaan-perusahaan kecil yang
menghasilkan produk- produk untuk dijual
tersebut. Produk-produk ini berasal dari berbagai
daerah di Negara kami dimana hampir
keseluruhannya adalah produk buatan tangan/
handmade dan dibuat oleh para pengrajin lokal.
Beberapa perusahaan juga mendukung kami
dengan menjual produk-produk mereka dalam
kemasan khas daerah masing-masing seperti
bahan pakaian "Nyonya Kain" dan keranjang
"Penan".

Terima kasih atas dukungannya untuk para
pengrajin lokal kita dan bisnis kecil mereka.
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Written By : Toon Kit Yi @ FMT Lifestyle

Capturing the essence of
Malaysia through his art

Artist Chong Fei Giap reimagines the
country’s local elements and injects
them into his artwork with a fun and
fantastical twist. Malaysia is a beautiful
country rich in history, culture and
tradition, and with a fascinating
multiracial population that gives it
added charm and character.

One artist with an appreciation for the
olden-days has been incorporating the
country’s old-world charm into anime-
style works of art, producing slice of life
drawings that are nothing short of
stunning. “l have always liked those
elements that are quintessentially
Malaysian, such as life in the kampung
or small towns, so redesigning those
backgrounds and injecting it with an
anime style is very interesting for me,”
he said.

To Read More
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As a kid, Chong was constantly doodling and
before long, he had dreams of becoming a
graphic designer. However, he was informed
while in college that graphic designers
typically worked in advertising agencies and in
a team with other creative people.

Being a self-proclaimed introvert who
preferred working alone, he decided to shift
his focus to illustration instead, and worked
hard to hone his sketching skills. Upon
graduating, Chong worked as a comic
colourist and illustrator for a production studio
for a while, even designing the artwork for
Petronas’ National Day advertisement in 2014.
“It was an honour to be able to be involved in
the annual event”. Remember the critically
acclaimed local movie “The Journey”

(2014)? Chong was behind the concept art
and poster for the movie, too!

.
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The Artisans Haven ( Tempat bernaung para
pengrajin) "The Artisan Haven" adalah sebuah
organisasi yang didirikan oleh seorang
pensiunan pegawai bank bernama Jade Lee dan
sahabatnya Rosalie Lin. Organisasi The Artisan
Haven ini tidak berfokus untuk mencari
keuntungan namun lebih kepada
mendedikasikan diri kami dalam
memberdayakan para perempuan dan
komunitas lokal. Kami juga telah memiliki
sebuah platform e-commerce (perdagangan
digital) yang bebas biaya dan 4 buah toko di
Kuala Lumpur dimana para pedagang bisa
menjual barang-barang mereka tanpa dipungut
biaya sewa sedikitpun.

Organisasi kami ini di dukung oleh Khadijah
International Waqgf Foundation Semua hasil
penjualan akan dikirimkan langsung
sepenuhnya kepada para pedagang baik itu para
perempuan dan komunitas lokal serta
perusahaan-perusahaan kecil yang
menghasilkan produk- produk untuk dijual
tersebut. Produk-produk ini berasal dari berbagai
daerah di Negara kami dimana hampir
keseluruhannya adalah produk buatan tangan/
handmade dan dibuat oleh para pengrajin lokal.
Beberapa perusahaan juga mendukung kami
dengan menjual produk-produk mereka dalam
kemasan khas daerah masing-masing seperti
bahan pakaian "Nyonya Kain" dan keranjang
"Penan".

Terima kasih atas dukungannya untuk para
pengrajin lokal kita dan bisnis kecil mereka.
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Written By : Sheela Vijayan @ FMT Lifestyle
~ Cutting a big slice of the

market with Jaya Mata = |
k . So, he focussed on items that the rubber tappers
nives in the estates needed, such as sharpening stones

Tan Thean Lee stumbled onto the world for their rubber tapping knives.He spent time with
of knives by chance - but thankfully, he these rubber tappers to learn more about what
didn't get hurt. Instead, he built a made a good sharpening stone, then sourced for
successful career on it. these stones and sold them. Later, he ventured

It all started in 1987 when he started a into other plantation-related products such as
business in his hometown of Melaka, rubber tapping knives. He began entertaining
selling household products such as ideas of starting his own brand of products. And in
brooms and brushes. Instead of a 1990, he did exactly that. “Back then, there was a
physical shop, he sold his products from brand of scissors and knives called ‘Eye Brand' or
a van. “l had no money back then and ‘Cap Mata' in Malay. So, | decided to name my
borrowed money from my uncle. | used brand ‘Jaya Mata',” he shared, adding that the
some of the money to buy a van,” word jaya came from the word berjaya which

the 61-year-old told FMT Lifestyle. With means to succeed. Today, Tan has an impressive
that van fully stocked with his products, number of products under the Jaya Mata brand.
he travelled to villages and estates as far These include a variety of knives — paring, carving,
as Negeri Sembilan and Johor. The toll of bread and even one specifically for opening
being an entrepreneur in such tough durians!

conditions began to take a toll on him.

But he wasn't ready to give up just yet. It
was time for a drastic change.

To Read More
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The Artisans Haven ( Tempat bernaung para
pengrajin) "The Artisan Haven" adalah sebuah
organisasi yang didirikan oleh seorang
pensiunan pegawai bank bernama Jade Lee dan
sahabatnya Rosalie Lin. Organisasi The Artisan
Haven ini tidak berfokus untuk mencari
keuntungan namun lebih kepada
mendedikasikan diri kami dalam
memberdayakan para perempuan dan
komunitas lokal. Kami juga telah memiliki
sebuah platform e-commerce (perdagangan
digital) yang bebas biaya dan 4 buah toko di
Kuala Lumpur dimana para pedagang bisa
menjual barang-barang mereka tanpa dipungut
biaya sewa sedikitpun.

Organisasi kami ini di dukung oleh Khadijah
International Waqgf Foundation Semua hasil
penjualan akan dikirimkan langsung
sepenuhnya kepada para pedagang baik itu para
perempuan dan komunitas lokal serta
perusahaan-perusahaan kecil yang
menghasilkan produk- produk untuk dijual
tersebut. Produk-produk ini berasal dari berbagai
daerah di Negara kami dimana hampir
keseluruhannya adalah produk buatan tangan/
handmade dan dibuat oleh para pengrajin lokal.
Beberapa perusahaan juga mendukung kami
dengan menjual produk-produk mereka dalam
kemasan khas daerah masing-masing seperti
bahan pakaian "Nyonya Kain" dan keranjang
"Penan".

Terima kasih atas dukungannya untuk para
pengrajin lokal kita dan bisnis kecil mereka.
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Neeloca

Written By : Sheela Vijayan @ FMT Lifestyle | g .-ﬂ?i
o It started in secondary school, Choo said, when

How t.he }?qnf:iem.lc wasa she hoped to be placed in the commmerce class,
blessmg in dlngISe for but was given home science instead and had to
Nicole learn how to sew and cook. After leaving school,

she worked in the tourism industry, even moving
Out of a job in the tourism industry, to Johor Bahru for a new job. But the weekends
Nicole Choo starts-up Neecola were tough with no family or friends around, and
Handmade in 2020, a business selling to beat her boredom, she started sewing. | found
kiss lock handmade bags and pouches. it to be a form of therapy and it gave me peace of
For many, 2020 will remain the worst in mind, she added. She took three months to hand-
history — the year the awful pandemic sew her first item, a patchwork blanket. Although
turned the world on its head. she still uses it today, she joked that she’s never
Widespread sickness, unemployment, made another as it was too time-consuming a
closed borders, restricted movement process. Her first was made from upcycled denim
and of course, the dread of contracting fabric. Until today, she can recall how proud she
the virus. But for one Nicole Choo, 53, was to carry that bag around. But it wasn't until
the pandemic set her on a path of self- 2017 that she started selling the bags she sewed,
discovery, drawing on skills she learned after posting a photo of her work on Facebook. To
in school to help carve out a new career her surprise, many of her friends raved about it,
for herself. and this gave her the confidence to start

monetising her hobby.

e -

d N %

To Read MOre (i 7o arfimremnn )

Berjaya Time Square Pavilion KL Merdeka 118
Lot LG31, Lower Lot 6-18 & 6-23 Tokyo Street, Lot L3-K02G, Level 3,

Ground Berjaya Times 6th floor, Pavilion KL, 168, Merdeka 118, Jalan Hang
Square, 1, Jalan Imbi, Jalan Bukit Bintang, Jebat, 50150 Kuala Lumpur
55100 Kuala Lumpur 55100 Kuala Lumpur (OPENING SOON)

Contact Us: Q 013-2230388 @ marketing.tah88@gmail.com artisanshaven.com.my
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The Artisans Haven ( Tempat bernaung para
pengrajin) "The Artisan Haven" adalah sebuah
organisasi yang didirikan oleh seorang
pensiunan pegawai bank bernama Jade Lee dan
sahabatnya Rosalie Lin. Organisasi The Artisan
Haven ini tidak berfokus untuk mencari
keuntungan namun lebih kepada
mendedikasikan diri kami dalam
memberdayakan para perempuan dan
komunitas lokal. Kami juga telah memiliki
sebuah platform e-commerce (perdagangan
digital) yang bebas biaya dan 4 buah toko di
Kuala Lumpur dimana para pedagang bisa
menjual barang-barang mereka tanpa dipungut
biaya sewa sedikitpun.

Organisasi kami ini di dukung oleh Khadijah
International Waqgf Foundation Semua hasil
penjualan akan dikirimkan langsung
sepenuhnya kepada para pedagang baik itu para
perempuan dan komunitas lokal serta
perusahaan-perusahaan kecil yang
menghasilkan produk- produk untuk dijual
tersebut. Produk-produk ini berasal dari berbagai
daerah di Negara kami dimana hampir
keseluruhannya adalah produk buatan tangan/
handmade dan dibuat oleh para pengrajin lokal.
Beberapa perusahaan juga mendukung kami
dengan menjual produk-produk mereka dalam
kemasan khas daerah masing-masing seperti
bahan pakaian "Nyonya Kain" dan keranjang
"Penan".

Terima kasih atas dukungannya untuk para
pengrajin lokal kita dan bisnis kecil mereka.

Follow Us

theartisanhaven
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‘ Sharon’s bags make
memorable fashion

accessories

The gorgeous array of handmade
products by Memory's Collection is
bound to leave a lasting impression on
you. Elegant bags, pouches, spectacles
cases and lipstick cases — these fashion
accessories immediately catch your
attention with its stunning fabric and
neat workmanship. Speaking with FMT
Lifestyle, the 59-year-old shared that she
has been a tailor for more than half her
life. In fact, she was only 23 years old
when she started sewing clothes until
her fascination with bags sparked in
2017. The following year, she signed up
for classes, believing that she had
nothing to lose and a new skill to gain.
The very first product she made was a
fabric sling bag, about which she
modestly shared: “When | started, [the
bags | made] weren't very nice. | was still

learning.”

To Read More (Publisn by fee erfosatis v )

Berjaya Time Square
Lot LG3]1, Lower
Ground Berjaya Times
Square, 1, Jalan Imbi,
55100 Kuala Lumpur

Pavilion KL
Lot 6-18 & 6-23 Tokyo Street,
6th floor, Pavilion KL, 168,

In 2019, she started Memory's Collection. To grow
her business, she set up booths in various
shopping malls throughout the Klang Valley. Fast
forward to today, and she has since expanded her
product range to include ‘onigiri’ pouches which
are cute triangle-shaped purses resembling
Japanese rice balls; Japanese knot bags, an eye-
catching tote bag with asymmetrical handles;
pocket mirror cases; key fobs; face masks, card
holders and eco print bags. Silk, cotton and satin
brocade are her fabrics of choice, which she
sources locally and overseas. Thong said that as
her number of orders increased, finding time to
make her products proved a challenge, given that
she was still running her tailoring business. So, she
roped in her friend and son. And while she still
sets up booths to promote her business, she
doesn’'t do this on a regular basis any longer.

Merdeka 118
Lot L3-K02G, Level 3,
Merdeka 118, Jalan Hang

Jalan Bukit Bintang, Jebat, 50150 Kuala Lumpur

55100 Kuala Lumpur

Contact Us: Q 013-2230388 9 marketing.tah88@gmail.com
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The Artisans Haven ( Tempat bernaung para
pengrajin) "The Artisan Haven" adalah sebuah
organisasi yang didirikan oleh seorang
pensiunan pegawai bank bernama Jade Lee dan
sahabatnya Rosalie Lin. Organisasi The Artisan
Haven ini tidak berfokus untuk mencari
keuntungan namun lebih kepada
mendedikasikan diri kami dalam
memberdayakan para perempuan dan
komunitas lokal. Kami juga telah memiliki
sebuah platform e-commerce (perdagangan
digital) yang bebas biaya dan 4 buah toko di
Kuala Lumpur dimana para pedagang bisa
menjual barang-barang mereka tanpa dipungut
biaya sewa sedikitpun.

Organisasi kami ini di dukung oleh Khadijah
International Waqgf Foundation Semua hasil
penjualan akan dikirimkan langsung
sepenuhnya kepada para pedagang baik itu para
perempuan dan komunitas lokal serta
perusahaan-perusahaan kecil yang
menghasilkan produk- produk untuk dijual
tersebut. Produk-produk ini berasal dari berbagai
daerah di Negara kami dimana hampir
keseluruhannya adalah produk buatan tangan/
handmade dan dibuat oleh para pengrajin lokal.
Beberapa perusahaan juga mendukung kami
dengan menjual produk-produk mereka dalam
kemasan khas daerah masing-masing seperti
bahan pakaian "Nyonya Kain" dan keranjang
"Penan".

Terima kasih atas dukungannya untuk para
pengrajin lokal kita dan bisnis kecil mereka.
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Written By : Sheela Vijayan @ FMT Lifestyle
Talented mom-daughter
weave exquisite tudung
saji

Although they may not be a
conventional home decorative, the ones
by Tudung Saji Che Ton may just change
your mind. These tudung saji are simply
exquisite: satin ribbons woven into
plastic strips to form eye-catching
geometric patterns and flower motifs.
The talented hands and minds behind
the business are a mother-daughter duo
from Kedah: Noriyaton Juendah and
Nurul Asdiana Mohd Ariff. “My mother
started the business in 2019 after she
learned how to weave from our
neighbour, Nurul told FMT during a
Zoom interview. After mastering the
technique, Noriyaton decided to sell 10 of]
the food covers she made. "But when |
saw how lovely they looked, | told my
mother we would gain more customers
if we marketed them on Facebook,”

the 31-year-old recalled.

TOURISMY

MALAYGIA

Her hunch proved to be right, and business soon
boomed. When she saw how busy her mother
was, she joined the business full-time in February
2020. “By then, | had already resigned from my
job,” she said. Although she only planned to
handle the marketing aspect of the business, she
soon realised two pairs of hands were better than
one. And to help fulfil the orders pouring in, she
learned how to weave from her mother. “It was
challenging at first. | made a lot of mistakes, and
my patterns weren't very beautiful,"she recalled.
Nevertheless, she persevered and within a month,
her work showed tremendous improvement.
Today, the duo makes food covers in three sizes —
30.48cm (12 inches), 60.96cm (24 inches) and
66.04 cm (26 inches) in diameter. According to
Nurul, she typically takes between one to three
days to complete one food cover.

B 2

To Read More (i, #MAVENQ

Berjaya Time Square
Lot LG3]1, Lower
Ground Berjaya Times
Square, 1, Jalan Imbi,
55100 Kuala Lumpur

ContactUs: (@ 013-2230388

Pavilion KL
Lot 6-18 & 6-23 Tokyo Street,
6th floor, Pavilion KL, 168,
Jalan Bukit Bintang,
55100 Kuala Lumpur

9 marketing.tah88@gmail.com

Merdeka 118
Lot L3-KO2G, Level 3,
Merdeka 118, Jalan Hang
Jebat, 50150 Kuala Lumpur
(OPENING SOON)
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The Artisans Haven ( Tempat bernaung para
pengrajin) "The Artisan Haven" adalah sebuah
organisasi yang didirikan oleh seorang
pensiunan pegawai bank bernama Jade Lee dan
sahabatnya Rosalie Lin. Organisasi The Artisan
Haven ini tidak berfokus untuk mencari
keuntungan namun lebih kepada
mendedikasikan diri kami dalam
memberdayakan para perempuan dan
komunitas lokal. Kami juga telah memiliki
sebuah platform e-commerce (perdagangan
digital) yang bebas biaya dan 4 buah toko di
Kuala Lumpur dimana para pedagang bisa
menjual barang-barang mereka tanpa dipungut
biaya sewa sedikitpun.

Organisasi kami ini di dukung oleh Khadijah
International Waqgf Foundation Semua hasil
penjualan akan dikirimkan langsung
sepenuhnya kepada para pedagang baik itu para
perempuan dan komunitas lokal serta
perusahaan-perusahaan kecil yang
menghasilkan produk- produk untuk dijual
tersebut. Produk-produk ini berasal dari berbagai
daerah di Negara kami dimana hampir
keseluruhannya adalah produk buatan tangan/
handmade dan dibuat oleh para pengrajin lokal.
Beberapa perusahaan juga mendukung kami
dengan menjual produk-produk mereka dalam
kemasan khas daerah masing-masing seperti
bahan pakaian "Nyonya Kain" dan keranjang
"Penan".

Terima kasih atas dukungannya untuk para
pengrajin lokal kita dan bisnis kecil mereka.
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Written By Sheela Vijayan @ FMT Llfestvle
Tiffin Jeiwa adds colour
and cheer to food
takeaways

Plastic pollution is an increasingly big
problem in Malaysia and around the
world. The United Nations Environment
Programme has reported that the
equivalent of 2,000 garbage trucks full of
plastic are dumped into oceans, rivers
and lakes every single day. So, how can
people reduce plastic usage? When it
comes to food takeaways, tiffin carriers
are the perfect solution. And those from
Tiffin Jeiwa are not only eco-friendly,
they are also aesthetically pleasing -
making them beautiful home decorative
items and gifts as well. Speaking with
FMT Lifestyle, Nor Fadilah Mohamed
Nizar, the founder of Tiffin Jeiwa, shared
that each tiffin is hand-painted by a
team of 60 painters, consisting of
women with disabilities and domestic

violence survivors, among others.

Ground Berjaya Times
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In April 2020, Ina also introduced the Tiffin Jeiwa
Agent programme (TEJA) in a bid to help women
generate income by selling their products from

the comfort of their homes even during the

pandemic. The programme is ongoing.
Additionally, Ina shared that part of their

proceeds is used to help one of their painters, a

deaf and mute artist named Nur Amiratul

Farahin Ab Rahman, with some of her living

expenses. Ina’s passion to help women is

unsurprising given that she is the founder of
Johor Empowerment of Intellectual Women
Association (JEIWA), an NGO that aims to help
domestic violence survivors and encourage

participation of professional women into

volunteerism. Asked about the challenges she

faces in managing Tiffin Jeiwa, she admitted that
just like most business owners, finding dedicated

employees can be tough.
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The Artisans Haven ( Tempat bernaung para
pengrajin) "The Artisan Haven" adalah sebuah
organisasi yang didirikan oleh seorang
pensiunan pegawai bank bernama Jade Lee dan
sahabatnya Rosalie Lin. Organisasi The Artisan
Haven ini tidak berfokus untuk mencari
keuntungan namun lebih kepada
mendedikasikan diri kami dalam
memberdayakan para perempuan dan
komunitas lokal. Kami juga telah memiliki
sebuah platform e-commerce (perdagangan
digital) yang bebas biaya dan 4 buah toko di
Kuala Lumpur dimana para pedagang bisa
menjual barang-barang mereka tanpa dipungut
biaya sewa sedikitpun.

Organisasi kami ini di dukung oleh Khadijah
International Waqgf Foundation Semua hasil
penjualan akan dikirimkan langsung
sepenuhnya kepada para pedagang baik itu para
perempuan dan komunitas lokal serta
perusahaan-perusahaan kecil yang
menghasilkan produk- produk untuk dijual
tersebut. Produk-produk ini berasal dari berbagai
daerah di Negara kami dimana hampir
keseluruhannya adalah produk buatan tangan/
handmade dan dibuat oleh para pengrajin lokal.
Beberapa perusahaan juga mendukung kami
dengan menjual produk-produk mereka dalam
kemasan khas daerah masing-masing seperti
bahan pakaian "Nyonya Kain" dan keranjang
"Penan".

Terima kasih atas dukungannya untuk para
pengrajin lokal kita dan bisnis kecil mereka.

Follow Us
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Alwis & Xavier's solid
colognes smell of success

Niegel de Alwis and his wife Kimberly
Xavier, have always loved scents.
Whenever they travelled, they would
pack a number of scents for use at
different times of the day. However,
these were confiscated at airports
because they'd forget to check these
bottles in. “So, that's when we started
thinking about an alternative”, Xavier,
30, told FMT Lifestyle. Putting their
heads — and noses - together, the duo
created a solid cologne We learned
from Google, YouTube and online
forums, recalled de Alwis, 34. And after
many near successes and outright
disasters, they finally created the
perfect solid cologne.

TOURISM
MAL AG1A

They only intended it for their own use, but it
caught the attention of family and friends. So the
couple gave them away and were delighted with
the positive feedback they received. This led to
the birth of their business — Alwis & Xavier —and
the launch of their first four solid colognes at a
bazaar in late 2018. Since then, they have
introduced more scents, ranging from woody to
fresh and floral. The packaging, designed by the
couple themselves, is eye-catching. After all, they
knew exactly what they wanted to achieve since
both have full-time jobs in marketing. Our scents
might look a bit masculine, but surprisingly,
around 70% of our purchases are made by
females, said de Alwis. When we were looking at
packaging, | wanted something very slim for
women. | put mine in my clutch. For men, they
can slip it into their pockets, Xavier added.
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menghasilkan produk- produk untuk dijual
tersebut. Produk-produk ini berasal dari berbagai
daerah di Negara kami dimana hampir
keseluruhannya adalah produk buatan tangan/
handmade dan dibuat oleh para pengrajin lokal.
Beberapa perusahaan juga mendukung kami
dengan menjual produk-produk mereka dalam
kemasan khas daerah masing-masing seperti
bahan pakaian "Nyonya Kain" dan keranjang
"Penan".

Terima kasih atas dukungannya untuk para
pengrajin lokal kita dan bisnis kecil mereka.
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Written By : Sheela Vijayan @ FMT Lifestyle

Exquisite pieces witha Browsing their online store today, it is hard not to

Japcmese touch at Two bfe charmgd by their exquisitely handcrgfted
pieces, which make lovely home-decor items.

Potters Tan, 29, said they usually use stoneware and

porcelain to make their wares, of which their
bestsellers are those created using the
“Nerikomi” method. This Japanese technique
involves creating pottery with multiple colours of
clay. “We are inspired by nature and try to
incorporate its beauty into our work, be it in the
colour, texture or form. We also get new ideas by
experimenting. Failure always teaches us
lessons”, she told FMT Lifestyle. Pottery, as one
might imagine, requires much patience and
attention to detail. They begin by preparing the
clay before shaping it with their hands or
through wheel-throwing, the process of shaping
the clay on the potter's wheel.

Alex Wu and his wife Tan Yi Han grew
up in different countries — he in Macau
and she in Dungun, Terengganu — but
pottery brought them together. They
were engineering students at National
Cheng Kung University in Taiwan and
had joined the university's pottery club.
Weekends were spent making pottery
and helping their teacher. They soon fell
in love with the craft — and with each
other. In 2020, they founded their brand
Two Potters and began selling
functional pieces such as mugs, cups,
bowls and vases. They subsequently got
married and started a pottery studio in
Tan's Terengganu hometown.

To Read More (Publish by huﬁew:wmw)
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Square, 1, Jalan Imbi, Jalan Bukit Bintang, Jebat, 50150 Kuala Lumpur
55100 Kuala Lumpur 55100 Kuala Lumpur (OPENING SOON)
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menghasilkan produk- produk untuk dijual
tersebut. Produk-produk ini berasal dari berbagai
daerah di Negara kami dimana hampir
keseluruhannya adalah produk buatan tangan/
handmade dan dibuat oleh para pengrajin lokal.
Beberapa perusahaan juga mendukung kami
dengan menjual produk-produk mereka dalam
kemasan khas daerah masing-masing seperti
bahan pakaian "Nyonya Kain" dan keranjang
"Penan".

Terima kasih atas dukungannya untuk para
pengrajin lokal kita dan bisnis kecil mereka.
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Written By : Sheela Vijayan @ FMT Lifestyle

Fiery Sabahan cooks up a
storm as a pepper farmer

Sabahan Zita Bolingkong enjoys
defying the norms and chooses to see
challenges as exciting new adventures
to embark on. Clearly not someone
easily daunted by the unknown, the 53-
year-old became a pepper farmer
almost a decade ago despite having no
prior experience in the male-dominated
field of farming. This former banking
employee reasoned that since she
pulled off owning a construction
company years ago with no experience,
she could learn the ropes of pepper
farming too and make a success of it.
Zita, who is of Dusun heritage, spoke to
FMT via a Zoom interview about her
foray into pepper farming. Zita said she
first began entertaining thoughts of
pepper farming after attending a talk
by the Malaysian Pepper Board in 2014.

TOURISMY

MALAYGIA
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“Back then, pepper was usually associated with
Sarawak. But | wanted to try something new and
different. | eventually became one of the pioneers
in pepper farming in the state,” she shared, adding
that she also saw the potential in pepper because
it isa commonly used spice throughout the world.
By 2015, she had begun tilling a piece of land she
owned in her village so she could plant her first 20
pepper seedlings. According to Zita, she was the
only woman farmer then. To assist her, she hired
some villagers. However, as a new farmer, she
lacked sufficient knowledge about how best to
grow the pepper plant. So, she got right down to
researching pepper farming online. She also
sought advice from representatives of the
Malaysian Pepper Board. Even so, there were
factors beyond her control such as the heavy rains.
Pepper plants, Zita shared, thrived in hot, dry
weather. But opting out was not an option. She
had pooled all her savings into this new venture,
and a little rain was not going to make her give up.
In fact, it only strengthened her resolve to make it
work. “l used it as a motivation to work hard”.
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The Artisans Haven ( Tempat bernaung para
pengrajin) "The Artisan Haven" adalah sebuah
organisasi yang didirikan oleh seorang
pensiunan pegawai bank bernama Jade Lee dan
sahabatnya Rosalie Lin. Organisasi The Artisan
Haven ini tidak berfokus untuk mencari
keuntungan namun lebih kepada
mendedikasikan diri kami dalam
memberdayakan para perempuan dan
komunitas lokal. Kami juga telah memiliki
sebuah platform e-commerce (perdagangan
digital) yang bebas biaya dan 4 buah toko di
Kuala Lumpur dimana para pedagang bisa
menjual barang-barang mereka tanpa dipungut
biaya sewa sedikitpun.

Organisasi kami ini di dukung oleh Khadijah
International Waqgf Foundation Semua hasil
penjualan akan dikirimkan langsung
sepenuhnya kepada para pedagang baik itu para
perempuan dan komunitas lokal serta
perusahaan-perusahaan kecil yang
menghasilkan produk- produk untuk dijual
tersebut. Produk-produk ini berasal dari berbagai
daerah di Negara kami dimana hampir
keseluruhannya adalah produk buatan tangan/
handmade dan dibuat oleh para pengrajin lokal.
Beberapa perusahaan juga mendukung kami
dengan menjual produk-produk mereka dalam
kemasan khas daerah masing-masing seperti
bahan pakaian "Nyonya Kain" dan keranjang
"Penan".

Terima kasih atas dukungannya untuk para
pengrajin lokal kita dan bisnis kecil mereka.
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Malaysian embraces her
love for Japanese

‘amigurumi’

Izyan Nadia Mohamad of Mizzy
Collections shares her journey of
making adorable toys using the ancient
craft of ‘amigurumi’. “Amigurumi”

is the art of knitting or crocheting
small, stuffed toys such as animals and
dolls. Although widely considered a
Japanese craft, it is believed to have
originated in China before the
technique arrived in Japan and evolved
to what it is today. For one Malaysian,
lzyan Nadia Mohamad, her love affair
with amigurumi began in 2017 when
she chanced upon a YouTube video
about the craft. Soon she started
imagining the different toys she could
make for her two-year-old daughter,
Isya Shameena Shafiee. At the time, she
was already crocheting children’s
cardigans and beanies through her
business Mizzy Collections.

To Read More (Publlsh by #&#MHAVE)
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Besides her crocheting, Izyan is also passionate
about supporting other women. “l want to
empower housewives so they can generate an
income, she said, adding that making
amigurumi craft is something that a person can
do in their free time and from anywhere. To that
end, she conducts classes via TikTok Live where
she teaches participants the basics as well as the
various techniques on how to make a good
product. "What | share is based on research and
from trial and error”, she said. Like many other
entrepreneurs, lzyan admitted that her journey
was not entirely smooth sailing, particularly
during the pandemic. However, not one to sit
idle, she took photography courses online so she
could present her creations more professionally
on social media. Her efforts paid off as her
products started gaining more attention.
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Haven ini tidak berfokus untuk mencari
keuntungan namun lebih kepada
mendedikasikan diri kami dalam
memberdayakan para perempuan dan
komunitas lokal. Kami juga telah memiliki
sebuah platform e-commerce (perdagangan
digital) yang bebas biaya dan 4 buah toko di
Kuala Lumpur dimana para pedagang bisa
menjual barang-barang mereka tanpa dipungut
biaya sewa sedikitpun.

Organisasi kami ini di dukung oleh Khadijah
International Waqgf Foundation Semua hasil
penjualan akan dikirimkan langsung
sepenuhnya kepada para pedagang baik itu para
perempuan dan komunitas lokal serta
perusahaan-perusahaan kecil yang
menghasilkan produk- produk untuk dijual
tersebut. Produk-produk ini berasal dari berbagai
daerah di Negara kami dimana hampir
keseluruhannya adalah produk buatan tangan/
handmade dan dibuat oleh para pengrajin lokal.
Beberapa perusahaan juga mendukung kami
dengan menjual produk-produk mereka dalam
kemasan khas daerah masing-masing seperti
bahan pakaian "Nyonya Kain" dan keranjang
"Penan".

Terima kasih atas dukungannya untuk para
pengrajin lokal kita dan bisnis kecil mereka.
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‘Tiffins Made With Luv’ are
beautiful works of art

When the pandemic hit, Nor Aini
Kamaruddin’'s business was badly
affected. Prolonged lockdowns
eventually left her with no choice but to
call it quits in September 2020. But her
entrepreneurial spirit was not
completely diminished and before long
she was looking for other business
opportunities. She found the answer in
decoupage. This is the art of cutting
and pasting cut-outs on wood, metal, or
glass surfaces to simulate painting. The
technique is believed to have originated
in France in the 17th century. “I learned
to do decoupage on tiffins, because
tiffins relate to food,” she told FMT. It
didn’'t take long for the 60-year-old,
whose love for art started when she was
young, to become skilled in decoupage.
And in October that same year, her new
business, Tiffins Made With Luv was
born.

TOURISM
MAL AG1A

When asked about the inspiration behind the
name, she said: “Because to me, it's got to do
with passion. I'm a mother, and | do things from
love,” said the proud mother of four and
grandmother of one. Her business soon started
booming, thanks to the power of social media
and word of mouth. To date, she has designed
approximately 5,000 tiffins. Designing each tiffin
requires loads of patience. The process is an
intricate one, and includes sandpapering the
surface to a smooth finish first, then applying
acrylic paint and carefully gluing the decoupage
tissue. She takes approximately four hours to
complete one tiffin. According to Nor Aini,
customers can choose from over 200 decoupage
designs. These range from floral to animals and
geometry. The decoupage tissues, she added, are
imported from Germany and the UK. The
stainless-steel tiffins, on the other hand, are
locally made. There are two and three-tiered
tiffins, and both come in two sizes: 12cm or 14cm
in diameter.
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The Artisans Haven ( Tempat bernaung para
pengrajin) "The Artisan Haven" adalah sebuah
organisasi yang didirikan oleh seorang
pensiunan pegawai bank bernama Jade Lee dan
sahabatnya Rosalie Lin. Organisasi The Artisan
Haven ini tidak berfokus untuk mencari
keuntungan namun lebih kepada
mendedikasikan diri kami dalam
memberdayakan para perempuan dan
komunitas lokal. Kami juga telah memiliki
sebuah platform e-commerce (perdagangan
digital) yang bebas biaya dan 4 buah toko di
Kuala Lumpur dimana para pedagang bisa
menjual barang-barang mereka tanpa dipungut
biaya sewa sedikitpun.

Organisasi kami ini di dukung oleh Khadijah
International Waqgf Foundation Semua hasil
penjualan akan dikirimkan langsung
sepenuhnya kepada para pedagang baik itu para
perempuan dan komunitas lokal serta
perusahaan-perusahaan kecil yang
menghasilkan produk- produk untuk dijual
tersebut. Produk-produk ini berasal dari berbagai
daerah di Negara kami dimana hampir
keseluruhannya adalah produk buatan tangan/
handmade dan dibuat oleh para pengrajin lokal.
Beberapa perusahaan juga mendukung kami
dengan menjual produk-produk mereka dalam
kemasan khas daerah masing-masing seperti
bahan pakaian "Nyonya Kain" dan keranjang
"Penan".

Terima kasih atas dukungannya untuk para
pengrajin lokal kita dan bisnis kecil mereka.

Follow Us
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Written By : Sheela Vijayan @ FMT Lifestyle

Duo’s handwoven paper
rattan bags are a big hit
A pair of well-fitted jeans, a figure-
flattering dress, and a good pair of shoes
are among the many fashion essentials
women want in their closet. A handbag,
particularly one that is fashionable and
functional — completes the ensemble. As
it turns out, the handmade bags by
Jutozi, a Penang-based business, are just
the perfect buy. Available in various
shapes and colours, the bags are
meticulously woven with paper rattan.
There are classic geometric patterns as
well as elegant floral themes, each eye-
catching in its own way. There is also a
great deal of work that goes into the
intricate weaving, a testament of the
artisan’s creativity and patience.
Speaking to FMT Lifestyle, founders Lee
Yik Chiat, better known as Zax, and Koay
Ji Tong share that their product range
includes bucket, basket, cross body and
laptop bags.

e
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Coletl:

The duo said they started the business in July
2020 with a friend, Ang Mow Tien, who is better
known as Jeff. Their foray into the craft of weaving
started only in May that year. Noticing a boom in
handmade bags during the pandemic, they
jumped on the bandwagon, learning the craft
from a local weaver. Koay was already running a
handicraft business selling earrings and necklaces
among others, so she already had some
experience. But Lee was a hairstylist! The
transition from cutting hair to weaving can be
drastic for some, but Lee was not deterred.

“It is always difficult at the beginning, but you
have to keep going,” he said. After mastering the
basics of weaving, they practised tirelessly and
along the way, fell in love with the craft. Once
confident enough to market their bags, they sold
it over social media and at Heritage House 25, an
arts and craft centre in George Town.

To Read More (Publish by ﬁfwmvn")
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The Artisans Haven ( Tempat bernaung para
pengrajin) "The Artisan Haven" adalah sebuah
organisasi yang didirikan oleh seorang
pensiunan pegawai bank bernama Jade Lee dan
sahabatnya Rosalie Lin. Organisasi The Artisan
Haven ini tidak berfokus untuk mencari
keuntungan namun lebih kepada
mendedikasikan diri kami dalam
memberdayakan para perempuan dan
komunitas lokal. Kami juga telah memiliki
sebuah platform e-commerce (perdagangan
digital) yang bebas biaya dan 4 buah toko di
Kuala Lumpur dimana para pedagang bisa
menjual barang-barang mereka tanpa dipungut
biaya sewa sedikitpun.

Organisasi kami ini di dukung oleh Khadijah
International Waqgf Foundation Semua hasil
penjualan akan dikirimkan langsung
sepenuhnya kepada para pedagang baik itu para
perempuan dan komunitas lokal serta
perusahaan-perusahaan kecil yang
menghasilkan produk- produk untuk dijual
tersebut. Produk-produk ini berasal dari berbagai
daerah di Negara kami dimana hampir
keseluruhannya adalah produk buatan tangan/
handmade dan dibuat oleh para pengrajin lokal.
Beberapa perusahaan juga mendukung kami
dengan menjual produk-produk mereka dalam
kemasan khas daerah masing-masing seperti
bahan pakaian "Nyonya Kain" dan keranjang
"Penan".

Terima kasih atas dukungannya untuk para
pengrajin lokal kita dan bisnis kecil mereka.
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Written By : Sheela Vijayan @ FMT Lifestyle
| Sparkle and shine with
' Sonnia'’s crystal accessories

For centuries, humans have been Beyond its beauty, Wong shared that crystals are
fascinated by crystals. There is, after all, believed to have healing_properties as they can
something exquisite about these shiny help to rid one’s body of “negative energy”. Apart
and sparkling stones. Sonnia Wong was | from these, Wong also makes accessories using
about 15 years old when she was first jade and amber from Myanmar. Here's a fun fact:
captivated by them and decades later, while many assume jade is only green in colour, it
her love hasnt dimmed. Today, she runs § is actually also available in white, yellow, grey and
a business, Cosmic 19 Enterprise, selling black. Needless to say, being surrounded by such
handmade crystal accessories such as beautiful stones is a wonderful source of
bracelets, earrings, necklaces and rings. inspiration for Wong. She has recently introduced
Creatively designed and meticulously necklaces, bracelets and earrings using the
made, these accessories are truly Wong's}  wire-wrapping technique where a length of thin
labour of love. “I feel very happy when | wire is wrapped around a piece of jade or a crystal
make them as | imagine who they will to create a beautiful accessory.

end up with,” the 49-year-old told FMT
Lifestyle. Wong uses various types of
crystals such as rose quartz, amethyst,
moonstone, tourmaline and clear quartz
in her creations. The crystals, she
revealed, are from Uruguay and Brazil,
and she obtains them from local
suppliers.
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To Read More (7, ﬂwfwﬂ‘mg
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The Artisans Haven ( Tempat bernaung para
pengrajin) "The Artisan Haven" adalah sebuah
organisasi yang didirikan oleh seorang
pensiunan pegawai bank bernama Jade Lee dan
sahabatnya Rosalie Lin. Organisasi The Artisan
Haven ini tidak berfokus untuk mencari
keuntungan namun lebih kepada
mendedikasikan diri kami dalam
memberdayakan para perempuan dan
komunitas lokal. Kami juga telah memiliki
sebuah platform e-commerce (perdagangan
digital) yang bebas biaya dan 4 buah toko di
Kuala Lumpur dimana para pedagang bisa
menjual barang-barang mereka tanpa dipungut
biaya sewa sedikitpun.

Organisasi kami ini di dukung oleh Khadijah
International Waqgf Foundation Semua hasil
penjualan akan dikirimkan langsung
sepenuhnya kepada para pedagang baik itu para
perempuan dan komunitas lokal serta
perusahaan-perusahaan kecil yang
menghasilkan produk- produk untuk dijual
tersebut. Produk-produk ini berasal dari berbagai
daerah di Negara kami dimana hampir
keseluruhannya adalah produk buatan tangan/
handmade dan dibuat oleh para pengrajin lokal.
Beberapa perusahaan juga mendukung kami
dengan menjual produk-produk mereka dalam
kemasan khas daerah masing-masing seperti
bahan pakaian "Nyonya Kain" dan keranjang
"Penan".

Terima kasih atas dukungannya untuk para
pengrajin lokal kita dan bisnis kecil mereka.
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Written By : Sheela Vijayan @ FMT Lifestyle

Duo keeps skill of making
labu sayong in the family

In Perak’s royal town of Kuala Kangsar,
there are many skilled artisans in
traditional handicrafts such as labu
sayong. One artisan who crafts these
traditional water pitchers made from
clay is Ridzuan Hamli, 58, a third
generation labu sayong potter who
owns a business called Win Kraf.
Speaking with FMT Lifestyle, Ridzuan
said he learnt the craft from his parents
who sold labu sayong out of their home.
So, after completing his SPM
examinations, he worked with them
before venturing out on his own with
Win Kraf. The name “Win" he added, is
what his fellow villagers call him. Despite
being a talented potter, he wanted to
hone his skills further, travelling to Japan
where he spent a year learning new
techniques in pottery.

TOURISM
MATAYEIA

He explained that to make a labu sayong, the clay,
which he buys from Kampung Kepala Bendang,
must first be processed into a paste. “It is believed
that the art of making labu sayong originated
here. This is where | come from. The clay from this
place is very suitable to make labu sayong as it
doesn't crack when it is fired.” When it comes to
shaping the clay, there are three techniques:
pinching with his fingers, using a potter’'s wheel,
or using a mould. Then, he trims each labu sayong
to define its shape before colouring and designing
it. Once he's happy with the design, the labu
sayong is dried under the sun before being baked
in a gas kiln. “I place it in the kiln for about eight
hours at a temperature of 975°C,"” he said.
Ridzuan's beautifully crafted labu sayong can be
used as home-décor or night lights. One can also
store water in them. His wife, Sudiawati Wajib and
their eldest child, Muhammad Shahril Izuan
Ridzuan are his constant helpers

To Read More (Publish by ﬂwmwm”)
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The Artisans Haven ( Tempat bernaung para
pengrajin) "The Artisan Haven" adalah sebuah
organisasi yang didirikan oleh seorang
pensiunan pegawai bank bernama Jade Lee dan
sahabatnya Rosalie Lin. Organisasi The Artisan
Haven ini tidak berfokus untuk mencari
keuntungan namun lebih kepada
mendedikasikan diri kami dalam
memberdayakan para perempuan dan
komunitas lokal. Kami juga telah memiliki
sebuah platform e-commerce (perdagangan
digital) yang bebas biaya dan 4 buah toko di
Kuala Lumpur dimana para pedagang bisa
menjual barang-barang mereka tanpa dipungut
biaya sewa sedikitpun.

Organisasi kami ini di dukung oleh Khadijah
International Waqgf Foundation Semua hasil
penjualan akan dikirimkan langsung
sepenuhnya kepada para pedagang baik itu para
perempuan dan komunitas lokal serta
perusahaan-perusahaan kecil yang
menghasilkan produk- produk untuk dijual
tersebut. Produk-produk ini berasal dari berbagai
daerah di Negara kami dimana hampir
keseluruhannya adalah produk buatan tangan/
handmade dan dibuat oleh para pengrajin lokal.
Beberapa perusahaan juga mendukung kami
dengan menjual produk-produk mereka dalam
kemasan khas daerah masing-masing seperti
bahan pakaian "Nyonya Kain" dan keranjang
"Penan".

Terima kasih atas dukungannya untuk para
pengrajin lokal kita dan bisnis kecil mereka.

Follow Us

theartisanhaven
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Written By : Sheela Vijayan @ FMT Lifestyle

How a pair of scrub shoes
turned a banker into an

artisan “From 2009 to 2010, it was a stressful time for me
Some people spend an entire career due to the global financial crisis. And when |
excelling in a particular field, although couldn’t sleep, | would paint,” she recalled, adding
their real passion lies elsewhere. This that she found it helpful to have a balance

was the case for Chee Li Har, a veteran between her creative right brain and her

banker who made the drastic decision analytical left brain. Before she knew it, she had

to leave banking in 2018 to become an painted enough art pieces to hold four exhibitions
artisan. And looking at the array of to sell everything. However, she developed
stunning merchandise she produces for tendinitis in her right shoulder soon after. And

her business GoCHeeKSs, it is evident because the inflammation of the tendon was

that much thought, effort and time was acute, she couldn't paint large art pieces anymore.
invested into making each piece And as an artist who couldn’t paint, it was very
exquisite. Speaking to FMT, Chee frustrating for me,

revealed that she'd always had a she recalled.

passion for art. “My parents were very
nurturing, and my mother bought the
best tools such as paint and pencils for
me,” the 61-year-old shared, adding that
she also participated in various art
competitions.

To Read More  (Giicniy fae erfirens mvin)
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The Artisans Haven ( Tempat bernaung para
pengrajin) "The Artisan Haven" adalah sebuah
organisasi yang didirikan oleh seorang
pensiunan pegawai bank bernama Jade Lee dan
sahabatnya Rosalie Lin. Organisasi The Artisan
Haven ini tidak berfokus untuk mencari
keuntungan namun lebih kepada
mendedikasikan diri kami dalam
memberdayakan para perempuan dan
komunitas lokal. Kami juga telah memiliki
sebuah platform e-commerce (perdagangan
digital) yang bebas biaya dan 4 buah toko di
Kuala Lumpur dimana para pedagang bisa
menjual barang-barang mereka tanpa dipungut
biaya sewa sedikitpun.

Organisasi kami ini di dukung oleh Khadijah
International Waqgf Foundation Semua hasil
penjualan akan dikirimkan langsung
sepenuhnya kepada para pedagang baik itu para
perempuan dan komunitas lokal serta
perusahaan-perusahaan kecil yang
menghasilkan produk- produk untuk dijual
tersebut. Produk-produk ini berasal dari berbagai
daerah di Negara kami dimana hampir
keseluruhannya adalah produk buatan tangan/
handmade dan dibuat oleh para pengrajin lokal.
Beberapa perusahaan juga mendukung kami
dengan menjual produk-produk mereka dalam
kemasan khas daerah masing-masing seperti
bahan pakaian "Nyonya Kain" dan keranjang
"Penan".

Terima kasih atas dukungannya untuk para
pengrajin lokal kita dan bisnis kecil mereka.
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Written By : Sheela Vijayan @ FMT Lifestyle
Clay artist’s handicrafts look

good enough to eat

From nasi lemak to curry laksa, there is She initially learned from YouTube videos but later
an abundance of scrumptious offerings enrolled in physical classes to further hone her

in this country, which explains why most skills. The process of taking a plain piece of clay
Malaysians are passionate foodies. and transforming it into something striking and
But Fercy Lee, an Indonesian who's been memorable fascinated her. When she started her
residing in Malaysia for 16 years, has business, Donato D Miniature in 2010, she made
taken her own love for food to another miniature plates and bowls for dollhouses. By
level: she makes replicas of food, mostly 2014, she was crafting replicas of food and

in miniature sizes, out of clay. Be warned, | discovered that combining her two passions —
however, as her clay replicas look so food and clay — was great fun! But how did she
realistic, you might start drooling just settle on the name Donato? “My friends’

looking at them! Speaking with FMT nickname for me is doughnut!” Lee told FMT
Lifestyle, Lee, 44, who runs a business Lifestyle with a chuckle. Her bestselling items, she
named Donato D Miniature, shared that said, are her earrings. Indeed, each piece —

she fashions clay into earrings, keychains,] whether it's nasi lemak, bubur cha cha or cendol —
magnets and decorative items. Her is eye-catching to say the least. The same can be
fascination with clay sparked in 2009, said of her other works too, especially the life-size
when her Malaysian husband suggested plates of wantan mee and nasi lemak that she
she pick up a craft to help her adjust to crafts. If you want to prank someone, serve them
living in a new country. Soon, Lee found these dishes!

herself drawn to making miniature clay E e

products.

To Read More (ruimy 7 cfammemmmn )
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The Artisans Haven ( Tempat bernaung para
pengrajin) "The Artisan Haven" adalah sebuah
organisasi yang didirikan oleh seorang
pensiunan pegawai bank bernama Jade Lee dan
sahabatnya Rosalie Lin. Organisasi The Artisan
Haven ini tidak berfokus untuk mencari
keuntungan namun lebih kepada
mendedikasikan diri kami dalam
memberdayakan para perempuan dan
komunitas lokal. Kami juga telah memiliki
sebuah platform e-commerce (perdagangan
digital) yang bebas biaya dan 4 buah toko di
Kuala Lumpur dimana para pedagang bisa
menjual barang-barang mereka tanpa dipungut
biaya sewa sedikitpun.

Organisasi kami ini di dukung oleh Khadijah
International Waqgf Foundation Semua hasil
penjualan akan dikirimkan langsung
sepenuhnya kepada para pedagang baik itu para
perempuan dan komunitas lokal serta
perusahaan-perusahaan kecil yang
menghasilkan produk- produk untuk dijual
tersebut. Produk-produk ini berasal dari berbagai
daerah di Negara kami dimana hampir
keseluruhannya adalah produk buatan tangan/
handmade dan dibuat oleh para pengrajin lokal.
Beberapa perusahaan juga mendukung kami
dengan menjual produk-produk mereka dalam
kemasan khas daerah masing-masing seperti
bahan pakaian "Nyonya Kain" dan keranjang
"Penan".

Terima kasih atas dukungannya untuk para
pengrajin lokal kita dan bisnis kecil mereka.
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Eco-frlendly ecominim’ e g
makes cleaning yourhomea | Bl = o Etie O GURNA
joy The products are made without chemicals like
Dishwashing liquid, hand wash and laundry sodium laureth sulfate (SLES), sodium laury!l
detergents are admittedly not very exciting sulfate (SLS), formaldehydes and parabens.

products. Yet, without them, it's impossible What they do contain are halal food-grade
to keep your home clean. But have you given ingredients and food preservatives. They also

much thought to the ingredients used to use an organic surfactant called decyl

make these household cleaning products — glucoside. A surfactant, or surface-active agent,
and if these ingredients are harmful to you helps remove dirt from a surface. All

and the environment? If you're looking for “ecominim” products are also not tested on
eco-friendly products suitable for sensitive animals. Even their plastic bottles are made
skin, “ecominim” has the answer. The brand | from Bisphenol-A (BPA)-free materials as it is
has a range of products that includes liquid believed BPA can be a health hazard.

and powder detergent, dish wash, hand For our e-commerce shipments, we use

wash, floor cleaner, glass and multi surface recycled or repurposed old cartons. She added
cleaner and hand sanitiser. Plus, they also that all "ecominim” products are produced in
have baby liquid detergent, baby bottles and] their factory in Subang Jaya, are Sirim tested
toy wash, including a pet area cleaner that and bear the MyHijau mark, Malaysia’s official

will be launched soon. But the million-dollar | 9reen recognition scheme.
guestion is: what goes into making them?
Speaking with FMT Lifestyle, the brand’s
founder, Tan Yet Meeg, 58, shared that they
use plant-based and biodegradable :
ingredients. .

inim
(o

A ecom
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il

G E

To Read More  (Giicniy fae erfirens mvin)

Berjaya Time Square Pavilion KL Merdeka 118
Lot LG31, Lower Lot 6-18 & 6-23 Tokyo Street, Lot L3-K02G, Level 3,

Ground Berjaya Times 6th floor, Pavilion KL, 168, Merdeka 118, Jalan Hang
Square, 1, Jalan Imbi, Jalan Bukit Bintang, Jebat, 50150 Kuala Lumpur
55100 Kuala Lumpur 55100 Kuala Lumpur (OPENING SOON)
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The Artisans Haven ( Tempat bernaung para
pengrajin) "The Artisan Haven" adalah sebuah
organisasi yang didirikan oleh seorang
pensiunan pegawai bank bernama Jade Lee dan
sahabatnya Rosalie Lin. Organisasi The Artisan
Haven ini tidak berfokus untuk mencari
keuntungan namun lebih kepada
mendedikasikan diri kami dalam
memberdayakan para perempuan dan
komunitas lokal. Kami juga telah memiliki
sebuah platform e-commerce (perdagangan
digital) yang bebas biaya dan 4 buah toko di
Kuala Lumpur dimana para pedagang bisa
menjual barang-barang mereka tanpa dipungut
biaya sewa sedikitpun.

Organisasi kami ini di dukung oleh Khadijah
International Waqgf Foundation Semua hasil
penjualan akan dikirimkan langsung
sepenuhnya kepada para pedagang baik itu para
perempuan dan komunitas lokal serta
perusahaan-perusahaan kecil yang
menghasilkan produk- produk untuk dijual
tersebut. Produk-produk ini berasal dari berbagai
daerah di Negara kami dimana hampir
keseluruhannya adalah produk buatan tangan/
handmade dan dibuat oleh para pengrajin lokal.
Beberapa perusahaan juga mendukung kami
dengan menjual produk-produk mereka dalam
kemasan khas daerah masing-masing seperti
bahan pakaian "Nyonya Kain" dan keranjang
"Penan".

Terima kasih atas dukungannya untuk para
pengrajin lokal kita dan bisnis kecil mereka.

Follow Us

theartisanhaven
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ESA: a community of creative
storytellers

If you have a talent for writing or drawing,
but are clueless on how to monetise those
skills, you might want to consider ESA, a
community that provides you with a
platform to showcase your gifts and earn
some decent money along the way. Set up in
early 2018, ESA's members have wide-
ranging job skills. Some are bankers,
teachers and accountants. Some are good at
writing, some at drawing, but everyone tells
stories. "So, we call ourselves a storytelling
community," said Adely Ariffin, 49, one of the
community's founders. "You may be an
accountant, but if you have a passion for
making toys, make money from your toys.
Do it through us," he added. All you need to
do is submit your work to ESA whether its a
piece of art or a collection of short stories.
And here's the interesting part: ESA will find
a way to incorporate your work into the
storyline of an alternate science fiction
universe they created called "Unity
Macroverse"

TOURISMY

Vet MALAYSIA

According to Mohamed Azlan Mohamed Tahir,
another co-founder of ESA, the idea of the
alternate universe was sparked when he and
Adely, both Star War fans, realised how well
Star Wars merchandise had been monetised.
"We looked at the money we spent on Star
Wars merchandise, and we thought, ‘Why are
we giving so much to Disney?’ It's not difficult
to do something similar but in the local
context," recalled Azlan, 61. The name "unity",he
revealed, was chosen to counter much of the
angst surrounding race and religion here. "In
our stories, a character is recognised purely
based on where they are from, not race," he
explained.Members’ submissions will be used
to produce short stories, graphic novels, comics
and even tabletop board games and collectible
models. All are in English, hence their name
English-Speaking Asians or ESA. Once the
products are sold, contributors will receive their

share of the profits.
,«;.;:,

il . JiCH0 s \ LR

To Read More (Publish by #&:#MHAVEN'”J

Pavilion KL
Lot 6-18 & 6-23 Tokyo Street,
6th floor, Pavilion KL, 168,
Jalan Bukit Bintang,
55100 Kuala Lumpur

Merdeka 118
Lot L3-KO2G, Level 3,
Merdeka 118, Jalan Hang
Jebat, 50150 Kuala Lumpur
(OPENING SOON)

Berjaya Time Square
Lot LG3]1, Lower
Ground Berjaya Times
Square, 1, Jalan Imbi,
55100 Kuala Lumpur
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mendedikasikan diri kami dalam
memberdayakan para perempuan dan
komunitas lokal. Kami juga telah memiliki
sebuah platform e-commerce (perdagangan
digital) yang bebas biaya dan 4 buah toko di
Kuala Lumpur dimana para pedagang bisa
menjual barang-barang mereka tanpa dipungut
biaya sewa sedikitpun.

Organisasi kami ini di dukung oleh Khadijah
International Waqgf Foundation Semua hasil
penjualan akan dikirimkan langsung
sepenuhnya kepada para pedagang baik itu para
perempuan dan komunitas lokal serta
perusahaan-perusahaan kecil yang
menghasilkan produk- produk untuk dijual
tersebut. Produk-produk ini berasal dari berbagai
daerah di Negara kami dimana hampir
keseluruhannya adalah produk buatan tangan/
handmade dan dibuat oleh para pengrajin lokal.
Beberapa perusahaan juga mendukung kami
dengan menjual produk-produk mereka dalam
kemasan khas daerah masing-masing seperti
bahan pakaian "Nyonya Kain" dan keranjang
"Penan".

Terima kasih atas dukungannya untuk para
pengrajin lokal kita dan bisnis kecil mereka.
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Written By : Sheela Vijayan @ FMT Lifestyle
Dr.Beads is ever ready to
treat your fashion needs

She began to learn the craft through YouTube
videos. And after posting pictures of her
handicraft on social media, she was blown
away by the positive response she received.

“It was just a simple ring made with copper
and gemstones. It boomed. People started
ordering and | realised that there was a very
good demand for copper accessories,” she said,
adding that among the reasons for its
popularity is because copper is hypoallergenic,
making it suitable for those with sensitive skin.
Today, she sells a variety of copper accessories
for women such as bracelets, rings, necklaces,
earrings, anklets and bangles. There are also
accessories for men such as bangles, rings and
chains. Some of these products are adorned
with different types of semi-precious
gemstones such as tiger eye, amethyst, rose
quartz, lapis lazuli and freshwater pearls. Each
of the accessories is meticulously handcrafted.

Many women love fashion accessories, but
Dr Nalini Velaitham took her love for it to
another level when she started a business
selling handcrafted fashion pieces. It started
in 2018 when she tried her hand at recycling
some of her old accessories. She enjoyed the
process so much, she decided to start a
business selling handcrafted accessories
made from beads - aptly naming her new
endeavour, Dr. Beads! “I've always been
interested in business,” the 39-year-old told
FMT. She added that after completing a
bachelor's degree in medicine and surgery
(MBBS), she pursued an MBA.. Prior to
starting Dr. Beads, she ran a candy and
clothing business, in addition to helping at
her family's restaurant. In 2020, after the
pandemic started, she received an enquiry if
she had any accessories made from copper.
“I did my research and found out that such
accessories exist abroad. Maybe it was my
risk-taking personality, but | thought | would

give it a trxi” she recalled.

To Read More (Publisn by fee erfosatis i)

Berjaya Time Square Pavilion KL Merdeka 118
Lot LG31, Lower Lot 6-18 & 6-23 Tokyo Street, Lot L3-K02G, Level 3,

Ground Berjaya Times 6th floor, Pavilion KL, 168, Merdeka 118, Jalan Hang
Square, 1, Jalan Imbi, Jalan Bukit Bintang, Jebat, 50150 Kuala Lumpur
55100 Kuala Lumpur 55100 Kuala Lumpur (OPENING SOON)
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International Waqgf Foundation Semua hasil
penjualan akan dikirimkan langsung
sepenuhnya kepada para pedagang baik itu para
perempuan dan komunitas lokal serta
perusahaan-perusahaan kecil yang
menghasilkan produk- produk untuk dijual
tersebut. Produk-produk ini berasal dari berbagai
daerah di Negara kami dimana hampir
keseluruhannya adalah produk buatan tangan/
handmade dan dibuat oleh para pengrajin lokal.
Beberapa perusahaan juga mendukung kami
dengan menjual produk-produk mereka dalam
kemasan khas daerah masing-masing seperti
bahan pakaian "Nyonya Kain" dan keranjang
"Penan".

Terima kasih atas dukungannya untuk para
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Ling Ling's scented candles
are ‘Soh’ adorable

As a young girl, Soh Ling Ling loved art
and even dreamt of becoming an art
teacher. She never followed that dream,
however, and pursued a secretarial course
instead as it offered better job prospects.
And after 30 years in the corporate sector
dabbling in a variety of jobs, Soh decided it
was time to stop work and focus on herself
instead. By then, her only child was already
in his 20s. “| wanted to give myself time to
explore new things,” the 52-year-old told
FMT Lifestyle. So, she signed up for a
candle-making workshop. She had earlier
chanced upon a booth selling beautiful
candles in a shopping mall. And she was
convinced that she too could make them.
It was only a one-day workshop, but it
ignited a spark in Soh. She started making
candles from home, using old pots and
spoons as her tools and discovered that
she was enjoying herself immensely.
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Today, Soh continues to craft hand-poured
candles, although this is admittedly a laborious
process requiring much patience. From weighing
and melting the wax to mixing in the dyes and
fragrance oils before decorating the candles, her
meticulousness and creativity is reflected in each
product. Her cutest candles are the poodles and
pugs she makes. And the most realistic are the
cakes, tarts and beverages that look good
enough to eat.

When | ask my customers, nine out of 10 of them
say that they are not going to light the candles as
they are so cute,

she shared. Soh uses natural waxes such as soy
and beeswax as well as a variety of fragrance oils
such as peach, English pear, white jasmine,
espresso and French lavender. She insists on
using only good quality ingredients. For example,
the fragrance oils conform to the standards of the
International Fragrance Association (IFRA).
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The Artisans Haven ( Tempat bernaung para
pengrajin) "The Artisan Haven" adalah sebuah
organisasi yang didirikan oleh seorang
pensiunan pegawai bank bernama Jade Lee dan
sahabatnya Rosalie Lin. Organisasi The Artisan
Haven ini tidak berfokus untuk mencari
keuntungan namun lebih kepada
mendedikasikan diri kami dalam
memberdayakan para perempuan dan
komunitas lokal. Kami juga telah memiliki
sebuah platform e-commerce (perdagangan
digital) yang bebas biaya dan 4 buah toko di
Kuala Lumpur dimana para pedagang bisa
menjual barang-barang mereka tanpa dipungut
biaya sewa sedikitpun.

Organisasi kami ini di dukung oleh Khadijah
International Waqgf Foundation Semua hasil
penjualan akan dikirimkan langsung
sepenuhnya kepada para pedagang baik itu para
perempuan dan komunitas lokal serta
perusahaan-perusahaan kecil yang
menghasilkan produk- produk untuk dijual
tersebut. Produk-produk ini berasal dari berbagai
daerah di Negara kami dimana hampir
keseluruhannya adalah produk buatan tangan/
handmade dan dibuat oleh para pengrajin lokal.
Beberapa perusahaan juga mendukung kami
dengan menjual produk-produk mereka dalam
kemasan khas daerah masing-masing seperti
bahan pakaian "Nyonya Kain" dan keranjang
"Penan".

Terima kasih atas dukungannya untuk para
pengrajin lokal kita dan bisnis kecil mereka.
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their love of chocolates

Many find eating chocolates a
pleasurable experience and a perfect
mood booster on a stressful day. But for
Rizaini Mokhtar, it was a slightly different
story. After leaving a career in the
financial industry in 2014 to become a
stay-at-home mother, she found solace
not in eating chocolate but in cooking up
batches of it instead. She told FMT
recently that leaving her full-time job was
difficult but necessary. She had been
struggling with an anxiety disorder, and
losing her grandmother worsened her
condition. Yet, the boredom of staying at
home was getting to her as well. Little
did she know at the time that signing up
for baking and chocolate-making classes
would totally turn her life around.
“Making chocolates became a
therapeutic experience for me,” Rizaini,
52, said, adding that her experimental
chocolates were given to family and
friends.

Spreading happiness through | '
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However, it was not the end of her
entrepreneurial journey. According to Rizaini,
when the company she was working for closed
down a year later, she revived “Chocolate Story”.
She had used the time away to re-evaluate her
business, and came to the happy conclusion that
more cooks wouldn't ‘spoil the soup’ after all.
Partnering with Suri Daman, who she met in a
business networking group, the pair instituted
some changes. First up — the business name. They
decided to call it “Cherita Chocolate” to give it a
local flavour. Then, instead of imported Belgian
chocolate blocks, they opted for local cacao beans
from Melaka, Pahang, and Selangor that were
processed in a factory in the Klang Valley. Today,
Cherita Chocolate sells chocolate clusters, cacao
nibs and a whole host of spreads. The chocolate
clusters are a customer favourite. Available in milk
and dark chocolate, you can choose from pretzels,
pumpkin seeds, cookies, almonds and cornflakes.
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